
 

Ashinaga Online International Exchange Program  

2021-2022  

 
Ashinaga is a non-profit organization based in Japan, which provides educational support to orphaned 

students worldwide (https://www.ashinaga.org/en/). 

 

Volunteer Online with Ashinaga! 
 

We are looking for volunteers to interact online with Ashinaga's Japanese university scholars!  

 

Ashinaga is putting together an online international exchange program for its inquisitive university 

scholars who are curious about the world outside of Japan, and we need your help! If you’re looking 

for an online volunteering opportunity and are interested in Japanese culture, and in interacting 

with Japanese youth, do consider applying with us! 

 

*Note: While Japanese proficiency is not a strict requirement, it is highly desired.  

 

Program Duration: 27 November 2021 to 26 February 2022 

 

Volunteer types: 

1. Conversation Partner 
2. Group Chat Facilitator 
*Feel free to sign up for both 

 

1. Conversation Partner 

We are looking for native or fluent English-speaking volunteers to pair Japanese scholars up 

with to have weekly conversation practice sessions. These conversation sessions will happen 

in English, or a mix of English and Japanese, depending on the scholar’s preference. If you 

are looking for someone to practice your Japanese with, you can do so with us, while 

simultaneously helping a scholar with their English conversation skills!  

 

While some scholars prefer to have their sessions in both English and Japanese, many of 

them are also aiming to challenge themselves by conversing mainly in English, so feel free to 

apply even if you do not speak Japanese.   

1-hour sessions, once per week (dates, times and frequencies are flexible – to be 

determined upon discussion with your partners)  

 

Number of volunteers required: approximately 30 

https://www.ashinaga.org/en/


 
2. Group Chat Facilitator (*Japanese proficiency required) 

We are also looking for volunteers with conversational level Japanese (or above) to join us as 

group facilitators. In the Group Chat program, participants will be split into groups of four or 

five (two volunteers, two or three Japanese scholars) and given their own chat room using 

the application, Slack.  

Groups will be given weekly challenges to complete based on different theme every week. 

(e.g. Theme: Introduce where you live! – Challenge: Take a picture of a street near your place and 

introduce it to your group.) The goal of these challenges is to allow participants to catch a 

glimpse into the daily lives of people living in other countries, and learn about the 

similarities and differences between their own cultures/lifestyles, and those of people living 

in other countries. Group members are also encouraged to comment or ask questions 

regarding the other members’ posts, and to keep the chat active daily for the duration of the 

program. *Note: Communications in the group will be conducted mainly in Japanese. 

Additionally, group sessions will be held online (Zoom) once or twice a month, depending on 

the availability of the group members. These sessions are meant to be fun and casual 

platforms for deeper interaction, on top of the daily interactions in the chat.  

Volunteers will take on the role of facilitators, encouraging the active involvement of all 

members in the group, and initiating communication within the group. Facilitators will also 

be asked to take the lead on scheduling group sessions and to facilitate these sessions 

(content ideas and prompts will be provided, but you are free to conduct the sessions as you 

like).  

Recommended for volunteers who are not able to commit to weekly sessions, but are keen on 

interacting with Japanese students at their own time and pace via chat. Volunteers are also 

requested to attend their group sessions (online), once or twice a month. 

 

Number of volunteers required: approximately 20 

  

Who are we looking for?  

• For conversation partners: Native of fluent English-speakers with a reasonable command 

of Japanese (at least daily conversation level). 

*Non-Japanese speakers are also welcome, but do keep in mind that slots may be limited.  

 

• For group chat facilitators: Proactive volunteers, comfortable communicating in written 

and spoken Japanese, preferably with experience in online events/communications.  

*Japanese ability is prioritized over English ability for group chat facilitators. 

 



 
• University students (undergraduate and graduate), language school students, recent 

graduates 

• JETs, former JETs are more than welcome! 

• People with a keen interest in Japan, who will proactively interact with Ashinaga’s Japanese 

university scholars with a positive attitude 

• Experience studying or living in Japan is a plus! 

• Study-abroad experience (of any kind) is also a plus! 

Benefits:  

• International exchange with Ashinaga scholars 

• Opportunity for Japanese conversation practice  

• Volunteer certificate/ recommendation letter (upon request)  

 

Apply now at the following URL: 

https://form.jotform.com/212898800894470 

Application Deadline: Friday, 14 November 2021, 23:59 JST 

Application: 

Please note that we have limited slots for volunteers, and priority will be given to volunteers who 

are best matches for the scholars in terms of interests, skills and background.  

 

We will be contacting you within 2 weeks after the application deadline.   

 

For enquiries, feel free to contact Qian at quek.q@ashinaga.org. 

https://form.jotform.com/212898800894470
mailto:quek.q@ashinaga.org

