
Opportunities to Strengthen Japan-Alabama Ties:

Careers at Japanese Companies 

and How to Get There

Sunday, September 15, 2019  2:00-6:00 PM
University of Alabama, Birmingham Room

Presented by: JETAA Southeast & Japan America Society Alabama  

Supported by: SASAKAWA USA & USJETAA

The Sasakawa Peace Foundation USA The Sasakawa

Peace Foundation USA is a 501c3 non-profit located in

Washington, DC involved in U.S.-Japan relations, providing

conferences and seminars, think tank analysis, people-to-

people exchanges and coordination of high-level dialogue

between the two countries through our in-house and

collaborative programs. The organization launched the

USJETAA-Sasakawa USA grant for JET Alumni chapters in

2016 in alignment with their dedication to strengthening

U.S.-Japan relations through education, programs, and

research. More information is available at

https://spfusa.org/.

https://spfusa.org/


Agenda

2:00 PM Registration opens, networking

2:30 PM Welcome remarks and Introductions
Joy Champaloux*, Program Officer, Sasakawa USA
Raven McKenzie*, Education Abroad Advisor, 
University of Alabama; Co-leader, JETAA Southeast 
– Alabama sub-chapter 
Jolie Thevenot, Executive Director, Japan-
America Society of Alabama

2:45 PM Keynote Address: What are U.S.-Japan Ties and 
Contributions to the State of Alabama?

Mark Jackson, Honorary Consul of Japan in 
Birmingham, AL, and CEO and Chairman of 
Moreson Conferencing

3:00 PM Panel Discussion #1: Perspectives about Working 
with Japanese Companies in the United States

Trevin Dye*, Assistant Director of International 
Business Development at Japan External Trade 
Organization (JETRO) Atlanta
Mark Jackson, Honorary Consul of Japan in 
Birmingham, AL, and CEO and Chairman of 
Moreson Conferencing
Charleen Butler, Associate Relations Team at 
Honda Manufacturing of Alabama

This event was made possible due to the

generous support and guidance of our partners

and friends at The Sasakawa Peace Foundation

USA and USJETAA.

The United States JETAA (USJETAA) The mission of

USJETAA is to provide support and resources to Japan

Exchange and Teaching Program (JET) alumni chapters and

individual JET alumni throughout the United States, in order

to strengthen the capacity of the JETAA network, enable

alumni to contribute to the greater U.S.-Japan relationship,

and ‘bring Japan home’ by fostering education and

understanding of Japanese culture in the United States. More

information is available at https://usjetaa.org.

https://usjetaa.org/


4:00 PM Break

4:10 PM Panel Discussion #2: Opportunities to gain 
International Experience in Japan

Raven McKenzie*, University of Alabama; JETAASE 
Alabama Sub-chapter co-leader
Mellissa Takeuchi*, Special Assistant at the 
Consulate-General of Japan in Atlanta
Valerie Stewart*, Treasurer, JETAA Southeast, 
Vendor & Marketing Coordinator at LesConcierges
Moderator: Jolie Thevenot, Executive Director, 
Japan-America Society  of Alabama

5:00 PM Thank You Remarks and Introduction of Ms. 
Minami

Ingrid Galinat*, Assistant Director,  
International Programs at The University of West 
Alabama; Co-leader, JETAA Southeast –
Alabama sub-chapter

5:05 PM Short Japanese Business Etiquette Demonstration
Yoko Minami, Japanese Outreach and Initiative 
Coordinator, University of West Alabama

5:10 PM Light Meal and Networking

6:00 PM Conclude

*U.S. alumni of the Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) Program
https://jetprogramusa.org/

The vision of Education Abroad is to foster
inquisitive, compassionate, and engaged global
citizens through transformative international
experiences as a commitment to the intellectual
and social advancement of The University of
Alabama. Last year over 1,700 UA students, faculty,
and staff took part in study abroad, internships,
service learning, and conferences in more than 60
different countries.

THANK YOU TO UA EDUCATION ABROAD FOR 
VENUE SUPPORT

The Japan-America Society of Alabama is an established 501c3
international professional networking organization in its thirtieth
year of operation. JASA welcomes members from all business
organizations and individuals that have an interest in expanding U.S.
business ventures in Japan or wish to promote a congenial climate for
Japanese business in Alabama. We have responded to the many
changes that have taken place since we were founded in 1989 and
have expanded our organization to embrace opportunities for
educational and cultural programming in addition to supporting
Japanese business. Our ongoing mission is to provide an avenue for
both the American and Japanese people of Alabama to promote
friendly personal and professional relationships - all to create a better
understanding of each other's people and customs.

https://jetprogramusa.org/


FEATURED SPEAKERS 

Mark Jackson was born in Birmingham, Alabama. He began his career in

teleconferencing in 1991. In 1996, Mr. Jackson established Moreson

Conferencing in 1996 in a toolshed located in his parent’s driveway.

Moreson has grown to provide reliable and cost effective teleconference

services in over 65 countries.

In 2015, he launched Clarity Global Health Systems. Clarity’s purpose is to

design, develop and launch a global health information exchange that will

allow quick and accurate access to patient healthcare data, via provider

subscription, over a specified geographic or system-based area.

Due to his considerable influence within the Alabama business and political

community and his efforts on behalf of Japan, he was named Honorary

Consul of Japan in July 2014. In this capacity, he has worked to strengthen

relations between the United States and Japan. Mr. Jackson received the

2017 Samuel Ullman award for exemplary service to the Japan-Alabama

relationship.

Honorary Consul Jackson was appointed to the position of Country

Representative for Japan by Sister Cities International in December, 2016.

He served a four-year term as Chairman of Birmingham Sister Cities

Commission and was elected to the board of Sister Cities International in

July 2015. He was appointed to the founding board of Destination Hoover

International and Hoover, Alabama Sister Cities Commission in May 2018.

MARK JACKSON

HOST ORGANIZATIONS

The Japan Exchange and Teaching Program Alumni
Association of the Southeast (JETAASE) is a membership
organization for alumni of the JET Program in Alabama,
Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina. They were the
fourth chapter founded out of 19 JET alumni chapter
organizations in the United States. Founded in the early
1990s, the organization celebrated its 20th anniversary in
2011. JETAASE is entirely run volunteers and aims to keep
JET alumni connected to each other and the Japan network
in the southeast, as well as promote the JET program to
prospective participants. The Alabama Subchapter is newly
formed this year. They are excited to bring together JET
alumni in Alabama, promoted the JET Program, and support
U.S.-Japan relations in the region.



Upon graduation from Morehouse College, Trevin was accepted to the

Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET) Program. He spent three years in

Japan teaching high school English in the public school system and

traveling to neighboring countries. He also achieved fluency in reading

and writing of Japanese during his time in Japan.

Upon returning from Japan, he entered a Master’s of Science Program at

Georgia Institute of Technology’s Sam Nunn School of International

Affairs. He passed a high level of the test administered by the Japan

External Trade Organization (JETRO) measuring proficiency in business

Japanese and was one of 26 American students chosen to participate in

the 55th Annual Japan-America Student Conference in Japan addressing

“Civic Participation in a Globalizing Society.”

Trevin Dye currently serves as the Assistant Director of International

Business Development for the Japanese government at the Japan

External Trade Organization (JETRO). In this capacity, he seeks to

identify and support foreign companies with interest and viability to

enter the Japanese/Southeast Asian market, particularly related to

physical expansion and international product placement, and global

branding. He also supports Japanese firms seeking to establish

partnerships or expand business in abroad. He also closely with

company and industry leaders, international business organizations,

and governmental entities.

TREVIN DYE

OTHER SPEAKERS 

Ingrid Galinat
Assistant Director, International Programs, The 
University of West Alabama
Co-leader, JETAA Southeast – Alabama sub-chapter

Raven McKenzie
Education Abroad Advisor, University of Alabama
Co-leader, JETAA Southeast – Alabama sub-chapter

Jolie Thevenot
Executive Director, Japan-America Society of 
Alabama

Valerie Stewart
Vendor & Marketing Coordinator at LesConcierges;
Treasurer, JETAA Southeast, 

Joy Champaloux
Program Officer, Sasakawa USA

Yoko Minami
Japanese Outreach and Initiative Coordinator, 
University of West Alabama



Mellissa currently serves as the Special Assistant to the Deputy Consul

General (current Acting Consul General) at the Consulate General of

Japan in Atlanta. In this role, she shares her knowledge and expertise

on matters related to Japan and the southeast United States with top

level Japanese diplomats to help them better prepare for their

meetings and presentations with local elected officials, business

leaders, and the general public. Mellissa’s duties vary greatly day-to-

day and generally include research, presentation and speech

preparation, arranging meetings, event planning, and overall executive

support.

Mellissa also works as the office’s JET Program Co-Coordinator and

supports the Culture & Information, Economic, Political, and Security

Affairs departments, as well as offers general backup for the Consul

General and his Executive Assistant.

After graduating with a BA in International Affairs and Economics

from George Washington University, Mellissa worked in Hyogo, Japan

for 6 years, first as an ALT on the JET Program for 5 years, then an

additional year as a teacher trainer with a private English

conversation company. She returned to the USA in 2010 and found a

position working as the Bilingual Executive Assistant at Toppan

Interamerica in McDonough, GA prior to joining the Consulate in 2013.

MELLISSA TAKEUCHI

Charleen Butler grew up in Alexandria, AL and then later graduated

from Jacksonville State University with a Bachelor’s degree in

Business Marketing. After college, Charleen accepted a position as a

recruiter for a small marketing firm in Birmingham. As the company

grew, she then relocated with them to accept a position in Atlanta,

GA. This opportunity allowed her to grow both professionally and

personally in the fields of Human Resources and Marketing.

Charleen is currently employed at Honda Manufacturing of Alabama,

and has been with the company for seven years. She started as a

Corporate Recruiter within the Staffing team. She continued to grow

within that role and later managed the co-op program and Engineer

Development Program. In December 2017, in attempt to continue to

broaden her skillset, she moved into a Human Resources Specialist

role where she provides human resources assistance to Honda

associates and managers.

CHARLEEN M. BUTLER


