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In the midst of busy and successful second quarter,  
we are deeply grateful for the generous support of 
 our donors. We are delighted to share a bit about the school 
and our students’ progress with you.   

Founded in downtown Tucson in 2006 to break cycles of 
poverty through education, Imago Dei Middle School is a 
tuition-free private school based on a model that has 
produced a more than 90% high school graduation rate 
among its alumni nationally. The school currently serves 72 
students in grades 5 through 8, and 143 alumni attending or 
graduated from high schools across Tucson. This year, 50% 
of our Class of 2014 moved on from high school to four-
year colleges, and 100% are in community college, college, 
vocational training or are gainfully employed. Their hard 
work is all to their credit, but we are, of course, very proud. 

(And yes, those are three of our actual 5th graders in the photo, which Principal Kitt Bret Harte snapped 
one day in front of the school. Our kids are seriously cute!) 

Imago Dei strives to serve those most in need of a structured, individualized private school environment. 
Among the families of our students we encounter every cause of poverty: chronic illness and disabling 
injury, early child-bearing and lack of education, recent-immigrant and English-language-learner status, 
addiction, gang involvement and incarceration. Last year, 23% of our student body were refugees from 
African conflicts; in a typical year, fully one-third of Imago Dei scholars are learning English. These are 
children who are usually several grades behind when they come to us, with little chance of succeeding in 
traditional school settings. 

Classes are limited to 20 students and the student-teacher ratio never exceeds 10:1. All students are 
assessed for factors that have an impact on learning. A ten-hour school day, six-day week and eleven-
month year allow time for Imago Dei scholars to receive a rigorous, personalized academic program 
designed to help them to succeed in high school and beyond; in addition, it allows for supervised study 
hall, and enrichment programs that broaden their worlds. Thanks to our downtown location and vibrant 
partnerships, our students study art at the Tucson Museum of Art, Santa Theresa Tile Works and Sonoran 
Glass, develop physical and leadership skills and get needed exercise at Playformance, take swimming 
lessons at the Y, check out books at the Main Library, and generally benefit from the lively downtown 
cultural scene.  

Tuition is $19,000 per student per year and includes two meals a day, all supplies and materials, uniforms, 
tutoring as needed and sleep-away camp in Prescott to kick off the school year. There is no charge to 
qualifying families, and we admit children on a first-come, first-serve basis: we do not recruit 
academically accomplished students, but rather focus on serving the children most in need of what we 
offer – individualized, holistic private-school education in a calm, well-organized, homelike environment. 
We rely upon the generous support of community partners, foundations and more than 1000 individual 
donors to meet our $1.75 million annual budget. 

 



 

Imago Dei, Twelve Years In 

Enrollment is currently close to capacity, with waiting lists for 6th, 7th and 8th grades. Fifth grade is always 
the smallest, and the school census inevitably fluctuates somewhat during the year due to the instability 
that is part of being poor. 

Our graduates are attending St. Augustine, San Miguel and Salpointe Catholic High Schools, City High, 
Green Fields, The Gregory School, University High, and other public and charter high schools. Graduate 
Support Program faculty members helped each of them to research their options and select and apply to 
the schools that are the right for them. Our ever-expanding Graduate Support Program continues to serve 
alumni, as needed, through application to college. This year we launched a Meaningful Summer program 
in partnership with Intuit to keep students engaged and growing during the summer months, and we are 
offering events and programs each Saturday for alumni and family members in our newly dedicated 
Graduate and Family Support Center, located in space downstairs that we previously rented out to an 
agency serving refugees. In addition, we actively cultivate partnerships with corporations and businesses 
to provide summer jobs and internships to older graduates. 
 
Other new initiatives this year include the establishment of a food pantry to provide groceries to our 
poorest families on Fridays so that our students (and their families) do not go hungry on weekends. We 
also recently acquired lab tables and stools and installed a utility sink for a long dreamed-of teaching lab. 

Thanks to generous grants from various sources, we 
were also able to launch a sophisticated, online 
testing program to help our teachers more accurately 
identify individual students’ levels and needs and 
track their progress, and to invest in new books and 
other materials for a concentrated writing 
curriculum and hands-on science instruction across 
all four grades. 
 
Imago Dei is still a young organization, but we are 
excited to see the paths our graduates are taking, and 
through our Graduate Support Program, we maintain 
contact with 100% of our 143 alumni. More than 
90% of our alumni old enough to have done so have 
graduated high school. This is in comparison to an 
overall on-time graduation rate of 74% for students 
in Pima County. 
 
We are also pleased to report that a member of our 
tiny first graduating Class of 2010 graduated this 
spring from the University of Arizona with a 
bachelor’s degree, and plans to pursue a MS and 
become a licensed psychologist. We were thrilled to 
have her speak at our 8th-Grade Commencement 
ceremony in May.    

               Zahraa in her UA cap and gown 

We are unspeakably proud of her, and deeply grateful for the kind support that makes all we do possible. 


