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Program 
13:45 (Doors Open)  

14:00 Program begins  

14:10 Keynote from Jessica Paulsen, Executive Director of Pass With 

Flying Colors  

14:40 Break 

14:45 Olivia Cassidy (Fukui),  of Upwardly Global Updating Your 

LinkedIn Profile, Telling Your Story 

15:15 Break  

15:20-15:40  

Lindsay Whipp, Chicago Correspondent at The Financial Times  

15:45 Break  

15:50-16:15 Panel with Lauren Worth (Fukushima); Briana Cox (Aichi); 

Karen Ortiz-Rendon (Shimane); Keith Spencer (Fukushima); Brian 

Peckrill (Hokkaido); Mark Joe Scott (Aomori)  

16:15 Break  

16:20-17:00 Tables with panelists (one on one), networking.  

http://www.passwithflyingcolors.org


Contacts to speakers 

Jessica Paulsen 
For more than 11 years, I have served as a leader in a 
variety of nonprofit roles where I’ve led programs, launched 
new departments, expanded internal initiatives and 
developed organizational capacity.  

Most recently, I’ve worked at New Sector Alliance to support 
rapid growth. As the Founding Partnership and Program 
Manager with New Sector, I led a successful expansion to a 
new geography, and I've strengthened our training programs 

in my current role as Curriculum Director. Before joining New Sector, I had the 
opportunity to work with many other organizations in Chicago and downstate Illinois 
to develop the resources they need to most effectively achieve their mission.  

jpaulsen@passwithflyingcolors.org  
773.202.7932 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jessicapaulsen 

 

Olivia Cassidy 

Olivia Cassidy graduated from Southern Methodist University 
in 2014 with degrees in Film & Media Arts, English and 
Spanish. She joined the JET program after graduation, and 
spent a year in the inaka of Fukui-ken teaching junior high 
school. After returning she joined the New Sector Alliance 
RISE Fellows program in Chicago, which matched her with a 
non-profit (Upwardly Global) for an 11 month fellowship. She 

currently works as a Senior Employment Services Associate for Upwardly Global, 
where she assists highly-skilled immigrants and refugees with the professional job 
search and interview processes in the US.   

mailto:jpaulsen@passwithflyingcolors.org
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jessicapaulsen


Brian Peckrill 

Brian joined the WorldChicago in 2016 where he develops 
U.S. Department of State youth and professional exchange 
programming. In this role, Brian works closely with volunteers, 
hosts and students to ensure visitors experience the best of 
Chicago. Prior to joining the WorldChicago team, from 
2009-2011, Brian taught English in Nanae-cho, Hokkaido, 
Japan as an ALT on the JET Programme, advised 
international students on the admission process at Brandeis 
University, managed online marketing for the United Way 
Monterey County and consulted on various educational and 
cultural exchange programs. In a volunteer role, Brian also 

served as the President of the New England JET Alumni Association (NEJETAA) 
where he oversaw the Boston Chapter of a 65,000 alumni network and the 2014 
JETAA USA Regional Conference. Brian has a M.A. in Public Administration and M.A. 
in International Education Management from the Middlebury Institute of International 
Studies in Monterey and a B.A. in English from Wheaton College (Massachusetts). 

Contact Information: 
Email: Peckrill.brian@gmail.com 
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/peckrill 

 

Briana Cox 
JET Years: 2008-2009 
JET Placement: Aichi Prefecture (based in Okazaki City) 
JET Position: ALT 

Briana Cox is a project coordinator at Presence Health, a 
Catholic hospital group in Illinois. She graduated from Agnes 
Scott College in 2008 with a degree in History and Asian 

Studies. During her junior year, she studied abroad in Nagoya, Japan, and loved it so 
much that she went back as a JET ALT right after graduation. There she taught in 
three high schools while based in Okazaki City. Now back in the US, Briana has 
become a non-profit professional, spending five years in fundraising at Northwestern 
University and DePaul University, before moving to healthcare in Community and 
Government Relations. She works to ensure that everyone in Illinois has access 
quality healthcare.  

Contact Information: 
Email: brianaj.cox@gmail.com 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/brianacox  

mailto:Peckrill.brian@gmail.com
http://www.linkedin.com/in/peckrill
mailto:brianaj.cox@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/brianacox


 

Karen Ortiz- Rendon 
3 years in JET 
Placed in Yokota High School in SHIMANE-KEN (worked in 2    
high schools and 1 elementary once a month)  
JET Position: ALT 

Karen Ortiz-Rendon was born in Mexico and moved to the USA 
in elementary school. She studied abroad as a high school 
student in French speaking Belgium where she picked up her 
third language. She graduated from the University of Illinois 
and majored in Religious Studies with a concentration in 
Languages and Culture. She joined the JET program after 
graduation and enjoyed 3 amazing years as a high school 

teacher in the country side of Shimane-ken. After returning to the USA, she joined a 
non-profit organization called National Able Network. She has been working as a 
Career Coach for over 5 years assisting low-income and dislocated workers with 
resources and tuition assistance to confidently return to the workforce.  
Contact info: kortizrendon@gmail.com or www.linkedin.com/in/Karen-Ortiz-Rendon-
CareerCoach 

 

Lauren Worth  

Lauren Worth graduated from Colorado State University 
with a BA in Political Science. After graduation, she joined 
the JET Program and spent 2 years in Fukushima-ken. She 
later completed an MS in Student Affairs in Higher 
Education at Miami University (Ohio). She was a study 
abroad advisor at the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
before returning to Fukushima for another 2 year stay. 
Lauren recently completed a one year round-the-world trip 

and now works as a Program Coordinator in the Office of International Program 
Development at Northwestern University.  

mailto:kortizrendon@gmail.com
http://www.linkedin.com/in/


Lindsay Whipp  

I'm Chicago correspondent at the FT, I cover US consumer 
and retail companies, and the Midwest region. 
Prior to that I was assistant news editor in London working 
with a small group on the lead stories of the day, and before 
that I led our global economy news coverage. Prior to that I 
was Tokyo correspondent covering markets, economics and 
covered the earthquake and tsunami. 

I spent a year in Costa Rica writing a book on the real estate market there and several 
years at Bloomberg in Tokyo covering both corporate, economic and political news. 

I graduated with a Masters degree in gender and development studies at Ochanomizu 
University, on a Monbukagakusho scholarship and my undergrad degree is in Social 
Anthropology from the University of Manchester. 

 

Keith Spencer 
  
Visual artist with over five years of experience in US-Japan 
cultural relations. 

 

Mark Scott 
IBM  
Entrepreneur 


